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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 6-1. Roaming dogs; trespass complaints.

It shall be unlawful for any owner or owners of
dogs or parents or guardians of owners of dogs to
let dogs roam at will on the property of others
after being warned that such dog or dogs have
roamed on the property of the complainant. Any
such trespass of the dog following this warning
shall constitute the owner or owners being in
violation of this section and the complainant, by
showing probable cause to a magistrate of the
county, may obtain an arrest warrant against the
owner or owners. Upon conviction the offender
may be punished in accordance with section 1-8.
(Ord. No. 126, § 1, 9-17-84)

Secs. 6-2—6-10. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. ANIMAL CONTROL

Sec. 6-11. Short title.

The rules and regulations of this Article shall
be known as the "Darlington County Animal
Control Ordinance."

(Ord. No. 98-3, 4-6-98)

Sec. 6-12. Definitions.

Whenever used in this article, unless a con-
trary intention is clearly evident, the following
terms shall be interpreted as herein defined:

Abandonment and/or maltreatment means a
situation in which an owner of an animal does not
provide for humane disposal of the animal, or
transfer ownership to a responsible person, or
who does not provide or arrange for adequate
food, water, shelter and care.

Animal means any live vertebrate creature,
domestic or wild except Homo sapiens.

Animal control officer means the person(s) em-
ployed or contracted by the county as the enforce-
ment officer(s) of the provisions of this article,
except animal cruelty provisions.

Animal cruelty investigator means the per-
son(s) employed or contracted by the county as
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the official(s) responsible for investigating and
enforcing the provisions of this article and appli-
cable state statutes related to animal abandon-
ment and/or maltreatment.

Animal shelter means any facility designated
by the county council to house, impound or quar-
antine animals released to the animal control
officer or shelter officer.

At-large means any animal which is off the
property of its owner and not under restraint.

Dangerous animal means any animal which
has the propensity, tendency or disposition to
attack unprovoked, to cause injury to or otherwise
endanger the safety of human beings or domestic
animals and as further designated in section 6-21.

Exposure to rabies means any person or animal
which has been bitten by or exposed to any
animal known to have been infected with rabies.
or suspected of being infected with rabies. This
determination shall be made by the county rabies
control officer.

Impound means the holding of animals at the
animal shelter.

Identifiable animal means any animal that
meets the requirements of section 6-13.

Neighborhood pet means any vaccinated domes-
ticated species of carnivores which are known to
neighboring property owners and which enter
onto the property of a neighboring property owner
without objection by the neighboring property
owner.

Owner means any person who:
(1) Has a right of property in an animal,

(2) Keeps or harbors an animal or who has it
in his care or acts as its custodian; or

(3) Permits an animal to remain on or about
any premises occupied by him.

Pet means any domesticated species of carni-
vores.

Public nuisance means an animal or animals
whose actions constitute a nuisance as defined in
section 6-22 of this article.
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Rabies control officer means any person ap-
pointed for the control of rabies with the approval
of the county department of health and environ-
mental control state health officer for the enforce-
ment of the S.C. Rabies Control Act (S.C. Code
1976, § 47-5-10 et seq.).

Restrain/control means a situation in which
an animal is controlled by a leash, confined within
a secure enclosure, or under the control of an
owner and obedient to the person's commands, or
within the property limits of its owners or is
present, with permission, on another person's
property, i.e. "neighborhood pet."

Shelter means something adequate that may
reasonably be expected to protect the animal from
physical suffering or impairment of health due to
exposure to the elements or adverse weather.

Shelter officer means the persons employed or
contracted by the county to operate the county
shelter.

Sterilized animal means any dog or cat which
has been spayed or neutered to prevent that
animal from conceiving or impregnating another.

Sustenance means adequate food provided at
suitable intervals of quantities of wholesome food-
stuff suitable for the species and age, sufficient to
maintain a reasonable level of nutrition to allow
for proper growth and weight and constant access
to a supply of clean, fresh, potable water provided
in a suitable manner for the species.

Unsterilized animal means any dog or cat
which has not been surgically altered to prevent
the animal from conceiving or impregnating an-
other.

Wild animal means any living member of the
kingdom Animalia, including those born or raised
in captivity except pets as defined herein, live-
stock as defined in S.C. Code 1976, § 4-9-210, or
other animals normally considered domesticated.
(Ord. No. 98-3, 4-6-98)

Sec. 6-13. Rabies inoculation tag.

Every owner is required to see that a rabies
inoculation tag is securely fastened to the pet's
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collar or harness. The tag must be worn by the pet
as prescribed by S.C. Code 1976, § 47-5-60, as
amended.

(Ord. No. 98-3, 4-6-98)

Sec. 6-14. Restraint, control or confinement.

(a) All pets and animals cared for by an owner
must be kept under restraint/control. Any animal
not so controlled will be deemed unlawfully run-
ning at large.

(b) When any pet or animal cared for by an
owner is found unlawfully running at large or to
be a public nuisance, a notice of violation or a
uniform ordinance summons may be issued to the
owner in accordance with section 6-20(f) or the
officer may take custody of the pet or animal. The
officer may, if in pursuit of the pet or animal, have
the right to enter upon private property to take it
into custody or to place humane animal capture
cages on the property of consenting property
owners.

(c) No pet or animal cared for by an owner
shall be permitted on school grounds, on public
right-of-way, or in a shopping area or similar
public place unless on a leash at all times or if
assisting handicapped persons or under the con-
trol of a responsible person and obedient to that
person's commands. Any animal not so restrained
will be deemed unlawfully running at large.

(d) The owner shall exercise proper care and
control of his pets or animals to prevent them
from becoming a public nuisance as defined in
this section and section 6-22.

(e) The owner shall confine a dangerous ani-
mal within a building or secure enclosure in
accordance with the S.C. Code 1976, § 47-3-720
and section 6-21 of this article.

(f) Every female dog or cat in heat shall be
kept confined in a building or secure enclosure or
in a veterinary hospital or boarding kennel in
such a manner so as not to create a nuisance.
(Ord. No. 98-3, 4-6-98)
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Sec. 6-15. Abandonment and maltreatment.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any pet or animal
cared for by an owner to be abandoned in the
county.

(b) It shall be unlawful for anyone to ill-treat,
deprive of necessary substance or shelter, or in-
flict unnecessary pain or suffering upon any ani-
mal, or fail to provide humane treatment or cause
these things to be done.

(c) No person shall expose any known poison-
ous substance, whether mixed with food or not, in
such a manner as to endanger animals.

(d) It shall be unlawful to leave an animal
unattended in a vehicle whereby the animal is
unprotected from physical suffering or impair-
ment of health due to exposure to extreme tem-
perature. Any county officer, employee or contract
agent, assisted by a law enforcement officer, may
remove any animal left unattended in a vehicle

when in the animal control officer's opinion the .

animal is in distress. Any locksmith fees associ-
ated with such rescue shall be the responsibility
of the vehicle owner, animal owner, or person
responsible for placing the animal in the vehicle.

(e) The county animal cruelty investigator shall
investigate alleged violations of this section or of
state anti-cruelty laws with the assistance of the
Sheriff, or his designee, as needed.

(f) Violations of anti-cruelty laws may be pros-
ecuted under this article or the provisions of state
law, S.C. Code 1976, § 47-1-10 et seq.; as amended.
(Ord. No. 98-3, 4-6-98)

Sec. 6-16. Impoundment.

(a) Immediately after impounding any animal,
the shelter officer shall make a reasonable effort
to notify the owner of its impoundment and to
inform the owner of the conditions whereby he
can regain custody of the animal.

(b) Any animal, without an inoculation tag or
other identification, which is impounded under
the provisions of this Article and is not claimed by
its owner within four (4) business days will be-
come the property of Darlington County or its
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lawful agent and may be humanely destroyed by
Darlington County or its lawful agent or placed
for adoption.

(c) Any animals that are deemed by the county
rabies control officer or the senior shelter officer
to be sick and/or injured, unweaned or dangerous
to humans or other animals may be euthanized
immediately.

(d) Animals with an inoculation tag or other
identification shall become the property of
Darlington County or its agent upon receiving the
owner's written permission, two weeks after the
owner has been notified by certified mail to the
owner's last known address that the animal is in
the possession of the county or its agent. (S.C.
Code 1976, § 47-3-540). Once the animal has
become the property of the county or its agent, the
animal may be humanely destroyed or adopted
out.

(Ord. No. 98-3, 4-6-98)

Sec. 6-17. Redemption.

(a) The owner shall be entitled to resume pos-
session of an impounded pet, except as herein
provided in the cases of certain animals, and upon
providing proper identification requirements and
the payment of redemption fees—$25.00 plus a
rabies inoculation fee, if applicable (S.C. Code
1976, § 47-3-40). The inoculation fee shall be
waived upon the owner providing proof of a valid
rabies inoculation for the year in which the pet is
being held. For each day beyond a full day after
notification that an animal is impounded, $10.00
per day shall be added to the impoundment fee as
a requirement of redemption in addition to the
cost of mailing the required notice to the owner.
The $25.00 redemption fee shall be deposited with
the treasurer of Darlington County and the re-
mainder shall go to the county's agent or to a
special animal shelter account maintained by the
county treasurer.

(b) In the case of a dangerous animal which
the owner has failed to control properly and which
has been impounded, redemption may be made
only with the consent of the board of directors of
the county humane society and the payment of all
fees and charges.
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